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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1947 


Public  Health  Department, 
67  High  Street, 
Yiewsley. 

October,  1948 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Yiewsley  and 
West  Drayton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentleman, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances 
for  the  year  1947. 

The  year  has  again  been  one  of  considerable  activity  and  I  gratefully 
acknowledge  the  help  I  have  received  from  all  the  members  of  the 
Department  and  I  also  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
encouragement  I  have  received  from  the  Council. 

The  report  is  divided  into  two  parts  : 

PART  I  consisting  of 

Section  A. — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 
Section  B. — General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

Section  C—  Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  and 
Other  Diseases. 

PART  II  is  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Section  D.— Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Section  E. — Housing. 

Section  F. —  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5,277 

Population,  1947  (Midsummer)  Estimated  by  the 

Registrar  General  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18,440 

Population  (Census),  1931  .  .  . .  . .  . .  13,057 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of 

1947  .  4,843 

Rateable  value  31st  December,  1947  . .  . .  £135,086 


Sum  represented  by  the  product  of  a  Penny  Rate  .  .  £563  Is.  4d. 
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Industries.  The  principal  industries  in  the  district  are  engineering 
processes,  screw  making,  gear  cutting,  machine-tool  making,  switch 
manufacture,  clothing  manufacture,  paint  manufacture,  furniture  up¬ 
holstery,  motor-body  building,  wax-polish  manufacture,  box  making, 
lithographic  processes,  concrete  works,  lead  compounds,  and  chromium 
plating. 

Unemployment  There  has  been  little  unemployment  in  the  district 
during  the  year. 

Open  Spaces.  The  Council  have  Recreation  Grounds  at  Yiewsley, 
West  Drayton,  Sipson,  and  Harmondsworth. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
(as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General) 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


STILL  BIRTHS 


Male 

Female 

T  otr! 

Legitimate 

200 

196 

396 

Illegitimate 

10 

16 

26 

Total 

120 

212 

422 

Rate  per  1 

,000  of  estimated  re.  ident 
22.88  (1946 — 20.95) 

populi 

Male 

Female 

T  otal 

Legitimate 

5 

8 

13 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Total 

6 

8 

14 

Rate  per  1.000  total  (live  and  still)  births  23.64  (1946 — 18.47) 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  .7592 

DEATHS 

Male  Female  Total 

86  68  154 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population 
8.351  (1946—8.395) 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  . .  Nil 

Other  Puerperal  causes  . .  . .  Nil 
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COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS  1947 


Per  1,000 
Total  (Live 
&  Still  Births) 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Nil 

Not  known 

Not  known 

i  Not  known 

Not  known 

) 

Per  1,000 

Live  Births 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Nil 

Not  known 

Not  known 

Not  known 

Not  known 

Infantile 

Mortality 

9.478 

37.0 

47.0 

36.0 

41.0 

Per  1,000 
population 

Death 

Rate 

8.351 

12.8 

13.0 

11.9 

12.0 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

0.7592 

0.49 

0.62 

0.54 

0.50 

Birth 

Rate 

22.88 

22.7 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1947 
(as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General) 


Causes  of  Death 
All  causes 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 
Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough . 

Measles 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Other  Tuberculosis 

Syphilis 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Cancer 

Diabetes 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 
Heart  Diseases 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 

Peptic  Ulcer 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

Appendicitis 

Other  digestive  diseases 

Nephritis 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  maternal  causes 

Congenital  Causes 

Suicide 

Other  violent  causes 
Road  Tiaffic  Accidents 
All  other  causes 


Male  Female  Total 


86  68  154 


1  —  1 


1 

9 

3 

1 

1 

2 

17 

12 

29 

11 

10 

21 

16 

16 

32 

3 

2 

5 

7 

7 

14 

7 

6 

13 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

.1 

3 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 

2 

— 

2 

3 

— 

3 

n 

2 

4 

5 

4 
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The  principal  causes  of  death  at  all  ages  are  recorded  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  table  : 


Disease 

Total  No.  of 
Deaths 

Proportion  per  total 

1.000  deaths 

Heart  Disease 

32 

207.84 

Cancer 

29 

188.31 

Pneumonia 

13 

84.41 

Bronchitis 

14 

90.91 

Other  diseases  circulatory 
system 

5 

32.47 

Violence 

5 

32.47 

Premature  birth  and  dis¬ 
eases  of  early  infancy 

4 

25.97 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

3 

19.48 

•  4 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  ( Local  Records ) 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  accounted  for  3  deaths. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  since  1940  have  been  according  to  the 
following  table  : 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary  j 

1940 

8 

— 

1941 

8 

— 

1942 

8 

1 

1943 

6 

1 

1944 

7 

— 

1945 

5 

— 

1946 

5 

— 

1947 

3 

— 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

3 

1 

4 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  9.478 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . .  10.1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

SECTION  B 

Laboratory  Facilities 

All  bacteriological  examination  of  specimens  is  carried  out  at  the 
Hampstead  Laboratory,  Uxbridge. 

The  following  table  shows  the  examinations  carried  out  during  the 
year  : 


Examination 

Number 

Throat  Swabs 

50 

Sputum 

10 

Blood 

1 

Faeces  and  Urine 

9 

Nasal  Swabs 

1 

Water 

16 

Milk  . 

2 

Ice  Cream 

10 

Ice  Cream  Powder 

1 

Powdered  Milk  . . 

3 

Meat  (Tongue)  . . 

1 

Ambulance  Facilities 

1.  Infectious  Diseases.  The  ambulance  service  of  the  Uxbridge  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital  undertakes  the  removal  of  all  infectious  cases.  The 
number  of  infectious  disease  removals  carried  out  in  1947  being  46. 

2.  Non-lnfectious  Cases.  The  Council  maintains  two  Buick 
Ambulances,  one  of  which  is  fitted  with  oxygen  apparatus.  A  reciprocal 
service  with  neighbouring  authorities  is  maintained  and  no  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  during  the  year. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  three  Nursing  Associations  in  the  Urban  District  are  the 
Yiewsley  Nursing  Association,  the  West  Drayton  Nursing  Association, 
and  the  Harmondsworth  Nursing  Association. 

The  good  work  of  these  associations  continued  throughout  the  year 
and  has  been  keenly  appreciated. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 


This  service  is  operated  by  the  Middlesex  County  Council  and  there 
are  clinics  at  Yiewsley  and  Harmondsworth.  The  Yiewsley  Clinic  will 
be-transferred  to  the  old  British  Restauraat  at  20  High  Street,  Yiewsley, 
as  soon  as  alterations  can  be  completed,  and  is  expected  to  be  ready 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Hospital  Accommodation 

There  are  no  hospitals  coming  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the 
Urban  District  Council. 

The  following  hospitals  are  available  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  area  : 

1.  Hillingdon  County  Hospital. 

The  Middlesex  County  Hospital  at  Hillingdon  accepts  all  general 
medical  cases  from  this  district.  Maternity  cases  are  also 
accepted  by  arrangement  with  the  hospital.  During  the  year 
1,288  cases  were  admitted  from  the  Yiewsley  and  West  Drayton 
Urban  District. 

2.  Uxbridge  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Urban  District  Council  is  a  member  of  the  Uxbridge  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital  Board,  and  all  cases  of  infectious  disease 
requiring  hospitalisation  from  this  district  are  admitted. 

3.  Cottage  Hospitals. 

The  Uxbridge  and  District  Cottage  Hospital  and  The  Harlington, 
Harmondsworth  and  Cranford  Cottage  Hospital  receive  general, 
medical,  and  surgical  cases  from  this  district. 

Mortuary 

The  Council  has  a  well-equipped  mortuary,  situated  in  the  West 
Drayton  Depot. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  year  1947 
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TABLE  SHOWING  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
OCCURRING  IN  PARISHES  FOR  1947 


Disease 

Total 

Yiewsley 

West 

Drayton 

Sipson,  Long 
ford  and  Har 
mondsworth 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

4 

8 

5 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Diphtheria  . . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

5 

1 

4 

— 

Pneumonia  . . 

28 

17 

8 

3 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

241 

91 

114 

36 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

94 

29 

64 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Malaria 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neona¬ 
torum 

1 

1 

Gastro-Enteritis 

13 

6 

7 

— 

412 

148 

218 

46 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

There  were  6  notifications  of  this  disease,  5  of  which  were  confirmed 
by  hospital  and  2  of  these  cases  were  of  the  very  mild  abortive  type. 
All  occurred  in  West  Drayton  and  1  case  was  from  the  R.A.F.  Camp. 


Supply  of  Anti-Toxin 

The  following  stock  is  kept  continually  replenished  at  the  Public 
Health  Department  : 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  (Globulins) 

In  addition,  diphtheria  prophylactic  A.P.T.  and  the  fluid  for  Schick 
Test  are  issued  to  the  local  medical  profession. 

All  the  above  are  supplied  free  of  charge  to  doctors  practising  in  the 
Urban  District. 

Tuberculosis 

During  1947,  46  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  37  pulmonary, 
and  9  non-pulmonary. 
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Tuberculosis 


ANALYSIS  OF  NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1947 


Age 

Periods 

NEW'  CASES 

Respiratory  N  on -R  espira  lory 

DEATHS 

Respiratory  Noil-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 — 1  year 

_ 

1 — 5  years 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

5—15  „ 

- 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25  „ 

5 

7 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

25—35  „ 

5 

6 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

— 

35—45  „ 

3 

_ 

1 

_ 

__ . 

1 

_ 

_ 

45-55  „ 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

55—65  „ 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

65  and  over 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

19 

■  |  i 

18 

5 

4 

1 

2 

- 

- 

There  are  now  124  cases  of  pulmonary  and  34  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  remaining  on  the  register.  These  figures  are 
now  being  checked  with  the  list  of  the  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer 
at  Uxbridge  Chest  Clinic. 

The  institutional  treatment  of  tuberculosis  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  Middlesex  County  Council.  The  tuberculosis  dispensary  admini¬ 
stering  this  district  is  at  Uxbridge,  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  being 
Dr.  J.  T.  Nicol  Roe. 

An  environmental  form  concerning  all  cases  is  received  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  appropriate  action  is  taken 
when  called  for. 

Diphtheria 

During  the  year  2  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified,  1  being  a  K.L.B. 
Carrier  and  the  other  case  was  not  confirmed  by  the  hospital. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  number  of  children  who  received  treatment  during  the  year  was 
494  compared  with  203  in  1946. 

Immunisation  Sessions  are  held  each  month  at  the  Yiewsley  Baptist 
Schoolroom,  the  sessions  being  conducted  by  Doctors  Hervey,  Corkery, 
and  Bell,  whose  work  1  gratefully  acknowledge. 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of  Immunisa¬ 
tion  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1947,  is  shown  by  the  following 
table  : 


AGE  AT  31st  DECEMBER  1947 


Number 

Under 

1  - 

2  - 

3  - 

4  - 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 

under 

Immunised 

1 

15 

12 

178 

219 

325 

204 

986 

855 

2,779 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of  Primary 
Immunisation  in  this  Authority’s  area  during  the  year  1947  was  : 

Under  5  5-14  Total 

372  122  494 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Patrick  M.  J.  Bobbett, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1947 


October,  1948 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Yiewsley  and 
West  Drayton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentleman, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  second  annual  report. 

The  department  has  again  had  a  busy  year,  but  the  staffing  position 
has  been  easier 


SECTION  D 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

By  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  district  have  mains  water  supplied 
by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Co.,  but  there  are 
still  houses  in  Stockley,  West  Drayton,  and  Longford  that  obtain  their 
water  supply  from  shallow  wells.  I  am  pleased  to  report,  however, 
that  the  Water  Co.  are  laying  a  main  along  Chapel  Lane,  Stockley, 
and  it  will  be  possible  to  connect  all  houses  in  Stockley  to  a  mains 
supply  from  this  main. 

In  regard  to  the  Common,  West  Drayton,  a  request  had  been  made 
by  the  Council  to  the  Water  Co.  for  a  water  main  to  be  laid  to  this 
area  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  work  will  be  completed  in  1948. 

All  water  supplied  by  the  Water  Co.  is  sterilised  by  the  Chlorine 
Ammonia  process  and  below  is  a  typical  example  of  the  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examinations  supplied  by  the  Statutory  Undertaker  : 

CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION 

Appearance :  Bright  with  a  few  particles  of  mineral  debris. 

Turbidity :  Less  than  five  parts  per  million,  Silica  Scale. 


Colour  (Hazen) :  Nil 

Odour 

. 

Nil 

Reaction  pH :  Neutral 

..  7.4 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

.  •  . 

13 

Electric  Conductivity 
20°C. 

at 

..  500 

Total  Solids,  dried  at 

180°C. 

335 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

..  20 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 
ate 

Carbon- 

230 

Hardness:  Total 

..  200 

Carbonate  (Temp.) 
Non-carb.  (Permanent) 

, 

200 

0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates: 

..  0.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites:  Less  than 

0  01 

Free  Ammonia 

. .  033 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 
27°C . 

hrs.  at 

0.00 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

. .  0.000 

Residual  Chlorine 

•  •  • 

— 

Metals:  Iron  .. 

. .  0.04 

Other  metals  absent 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 


(Bacteriological  sampling  bottles  are  treated  to  remove  residual  chlorine  if  this 

is  present  at  the  time  of  sampling.) 


Number  of  Colonies 

developing 

/  dav  at 

37°C. 

2  days  at 

37°  C. 

3  days  at 
20°C. 

on  Agar  per  cc.  or 

ml.  in 

0 

0 

1 

Presumptive  Coliform 

Reaction : 

Present  in :  — 

Absent  from : 

100  ml. 

Bact.  coli. : 

.  . 

Present  in :  — 

Absent  from : 

100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction : 

Present  in :  — 

Absent  from : 

100  ml. 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral 
in  reaction  and  free  from  metals,  apart  from  a  negligible  trace  of  iron. 
The  hardness  of  the  water  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline  con¬ 
stituents  in  solution  are  moderate  and  it  conforms  to  the  highest 
standard  of  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity. 

The  water  is  considered  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and  suit¬ 
able  for  public  supply  purposes. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

A  large  proportion  of  the  Urban  District  is  connected  to  the  West 
Middlesex  Trunk  Sewer  which  discharges  into  the  outfall  works  at 
Mogden  and  the  main  exceptions  are  still  Longford  and  The  Common, 
West  Drayton. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

The  Middlesex  County  Council  and  the  Thames  Conservancy  are 
responsible  for  all  water  courses  within  the  Urban  District  and  some 
improvement  was  made  during  the  year  in  the  condition  of  the  River 
Colne. 

Closet  Accommodation 

There  are  still  a  number  of  pail  closets  in  existence  in  the  district, 
but  where  practicable  conversions  have  been  carried  out  either  to  the 
main  sewer  or  to  septic  tanks. 

Public  Cleansing 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  refuse  collection  service  improved 
considerably  during  the  year  and  the  average  interval  between  collec¬ 
tions  was  12  days. 

At  the  end  of  1947  the  vehicles  available  were  2  ten-cubic-yard 
Dennis  Refuse  Collecting  Vehicles,  1  Commer  three-cubic-yard  Refuse 
Collecting  Vehicle,  and  a  horse  and  cart.  The  Commer  was  only 
available  for  refuse  collection  on  3  days  a  week,  the  remainder  of  the 
time  being  employed  as  a  cesspool  exhauster. 
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Salvage 


The  salvaging  of  saleable  materials  from  the  refuse  has  been  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year  and  the  total  income  received  from  the  sale  of 
such  materials  was  €999  18s.  4jd. 


Refuse  Disposal 

Refuse  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping,  carried  out  in  accordance 
with  the  regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

TABLE  SHOWING  COSTS  FOR  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 
(INCLUDING  SALVAGE  BUT  NOT  WASTE  FOOD)  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDING  31st  DECEMBER  1947 


Item 

Particulars 

Revenue  A/c 

Collection, 

including 

depreciation 

Disposal 

Total 

A 

Gross  Expenditure 

£5,278  10  2 

£1,029  11  1 

£6,308  1  3 

B 

Gross  Income 

£96  6  7 

£809  16  10 

£906  3  5 

C 

Net  Cost 

£5,182  3  7 

£219  14  3 

£5,401  17  10 

D 

Unit  Costs 

Net  Cost  per  1,000 
population 

£281  5  7.2 

£11  18  3.36 

£293  3  10.56 

E 

Net  Cost  per  1,000 
houses  or  premises 

£1,070  0  7.2 

£45  15  6.96 

£1,115  16  2.16 

F 

Rate  Poundage 

Net  Cost  equiv.  rate 
in  the  £ 

9.2d. 

,39d. 

9.59d. 

G 

Percentage  of  F  to 
total  rate  in  the  £  . 

4.07% 

.12% 

4.2% 

1.  Population,  Midsummer,  1947 

2.  Number  of  houses  and  premises 

3.  Rateable  value 

4.  Product  of  a  penny  rate 

5.  Total  rates  in  the  £ 


18,440 
4,843 
..  £135,086 

..£563  Is.  4d. 
..  18s.  lOd. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Complaints  received  and  investigated  .  .  . .  . .  268 

Dwelling  Houses 

Visits  under  Public  Health  Acts  .  .  .  .  .  .  368 

Visits  under  Housing  Acts  . .  . .  . .  . .  205 

Visits  re  overcrowding  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  102 

Visits  to  bug-infested  premises  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  28 

Visits  re  other  vermin  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Visits  to  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  .  .  . .  . .  16 

General  Sanitation — Inspections 

Drainage  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  138 

Drain  tests  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  30 

Factories  (with  power)  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  101 

Factories  (without  power)  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  14 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  21 

Public  Conveniences  . .  . .  . .  . .  . 3 

Cinemas  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Schools  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Shops  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Tips  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  40 

Re-visits  to  premises  under  notice  . .  . .  . .  1,759 

Works  in  progress  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  452 

Interviews  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  594 

Prospective  Council  House  tenants  ..  ..  ..  211 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  212 

Stables  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Water  Supplies  . .  . .  .  . .  . .  . .  21 

Water  Samples  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

Attending  Council  Meetings  . .  .  .  . .  . .  13 

Attending  Committee  Meetings  . .  . .  . .  . .  52 

Accumulations  of  refuse  . .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

Visits  to  Airport  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  102 

Street  Traders  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  6 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ..  ..  ..  .  .  ..  241 

Smoke  Observations  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  5 

Petrol,  Installations,  etc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Animals — foul  pest  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Offensive  trades  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Piggeries  . .  . .  . .  .  -  . .  . .  .  •  1 

Requisitioned  Buildings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  66 


Total  ..  ..  4,763 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspection 

Grocers 

30 

Greengrocers 

17 

Butchers 

39 

Fishmongers 

16 

Fried  fish  shops 

12 

Dairies 

10 

Cowsheds  .  . 

6 

Ice  cream  premises 

22 

Cafes 

45 

Slaughter-houses  .  . 

2 

Factory  Canteens 

3 

Miscellaneous  Meat  and  foods 

Milk  Samples 

2 

Ice  Cream  Samples 

10 

Licensed  Premises 

7 

Total  . . 

4,987 

Notices  Served 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 

336 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 

69 

Proceedings  taken 

7 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  .  . 

203 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 

31 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  after  proceedings 

7 

NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 

(a)  Dwelling  Houses 

Wallplaster  renewed  or  repaired 

221 

Ceilings  (plaster  repaired) 

89 

Ceilings  renewed  . . 

18 

Sinks  renewed 

14 

Sinks  provided 

5 

Floors  (repaired  or  renewed) 

55 

Stairs  (renewed  or  repaired) 

16 

Doors  (repaired  or  renewed) 

49 

Dampness  abated 

121 

Roofs  repaired 

57 

External  walls  (pointed  or  rendered)  ..  .. 

70 

Coppers  (renewed  or  repaired)  . . 

25 

Fireplaces  and  Ranges  (repaired  or  renewed)  . . 

64 

Windows  (repaired  or  renewed) 

115 

Chimney  Stacks  (repaired) 

22 

Rooms  (cleansed  or  redecorated) 

178 

Ceilings  (cleansed  or  redecorated) 

141 

Sashcords  renewed 

31 

Handrails  provided 

11 

Permanent  Ventilation 

2 

Additional  Lighting  to  stairs  and  rooms 

10 

Flashings  (repaired  or  renewed) 

8 

External  painting  . . 

8 

Foodstores  supplied 

12 

(b)  General  Sanitation 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  23 

Rainwater  pipes  and  eavesgutters  overhauled,  repaired 

or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  73 

Sub-floor  ventilation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Drains  cleared  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

Inspection  chambers  rebuilt  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Drains  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

Yard  paving  repaired  . .  . .  .  . .  . .  9 

Drains  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

New  drainage  systems  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Soil  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

W.C.s  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

Urinals — flushing  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Pail  Closets  converted  to  W.C.s  .  . .  . .  2 

Dustbins  supplied  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  354 

Connected  to  Mains  water  . .  . .  . .  .  .  3 

Fum'gated  for  bugs  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Flush  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  5 

W.W.P.s  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  _  .  .  . .  . .  16 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  26 

Accumulations  removed  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Water  storage  tanks  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  3 

Taps  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Water  service  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  5 

Baths  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

New  water  supplies  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  3 

Animals  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Offices  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Offices  ventilated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(c)  Meat  and  Other  Foods — Premises 

Floors  repaired  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  . .  1 

Paintwork  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  3 

Walls  cleansed  and  redecorated  ..  ..  ..  13 

Yards  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

W.C.s  cleansed  . .  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Urinals  repaired  and  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Flushing  cisterns  provided  to  urinals  . .  . .  . .  1 

Yards  cleaned  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Refuse  storage  provided  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Ceilings  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Ventilation  . .  . .  . .  •  .  . .  . .  3 
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Wearing  Apparel  (making,  etc.) 
Carding  buttons,  etc. _ 


SECTION  E 
HOUSING 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  During  the  Year 

1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  .  . .  370 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  . .  . .  721 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(a)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925/1932 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

3  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurous  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

4  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  198 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  119 

Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  notices  requiring 

repairs  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  36 

2  Number  of  dwellings  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notice  : 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  2 

( b )  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . .  . .  34 

2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notice  : 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  16 

(b)  By  owners  after  Nuisance  Order  made  . .  . .  . .  6 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli¬ 
tion  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  — 

Overcrowding 

Numerous  complaints  of  overcrowding  were  received  during  the 
year,  mainly  in  connection  with  persons  on  the  Council’s  Housing 
List.  336  cases  were  investigated  and  44  cases  of  statutory  overcrowd¬ 
ing  were  discovered.  All  these  44  cases  were  abated  during  the  year. 

Although  the  Council  have  now  re-housed  most  of  the  extremely 
badly  housed  people  there  are  still  large  numbers  of  persons  living  in 
overcrowded  rooms. 
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Provision  of  Houses 

During  the  year  the  Council  completed  76  houses  and  83  were  com¬ 
pleted  by  private  enterprise.  In  addition  2  war-destroyed  houses  were 
completely  rebuilt  and  5  houses  were  requisitioned  and  converted  into 
6  units  of  accommodation. 


SECTION  F 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

There  are  four  cowkeepers  in  the  district,  and  all  the  premises  were 
visited  during  the  year  under  review. 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  designated  milk,  and  below 
is  a  table  showing  the  number  of  licensed  distributors  : 

Designation  Number  of  persons  licensed 

Pasteurised  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Tuberculin  Tested  ..  ..  ..  ..  5 

Accredited  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  — 


Ice  Cream 

Regular  inspections  of  premises  where  ice  cream  has  been  prepared 
and  sold  have  been  carried  out,  and,  generally  speaking,  conditions 
have  been  most  satisfactory.  There  is,  however,  a  considerable  amount 
of  hawking  of  ice  cream,  particularly  on  the  Bath  Road  near  the 
London  Airport.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  enforce  precautions 
against  contamination,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  vendors  vary 
from  week  to  week  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  very  little  progress  has  been 
made. 

Food  Premises 

Inspection  of  food  premises  has  been  carried  out  regularly,  and 
details  of  inspections  carried  out  and  contraventions  remedied  appear 
in  another  section  of  the  report. 

Unsound  Food  Surrendered  and  Destroyed 

The  total  amounts  of  unsold  food  surrendered  for  destruction  during 
the  year  were  2  tons  16  cwts.  20  lbs.,  517  tins,  79  bottles,  and  15  packets 
of  foodstuffs.  All  the  food  was  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Salvage  Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 


In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  all  the  members  and  officials  of  the 
Council,  particularly  the  members  of  my  staff,  for  their  help  and 
co-operation  during  the  year  under  review. 

1  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  MAKIN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspeetor 
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